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4 April 1865

Holland, Michigan

Elder Broek was chosen chairman of the consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church in the
absence of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. The consistory dealt with routine matters and concluded
the meeting with giving the pastor a raise of $50 this year.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. 11, pp. 234-235.
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Consistory Meeting, with the Committee, on April 4, 1865
Absent: Brothers Wilterdink and Kieft. From the committee: Binnekant, Capon, and
van der Veen.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Broek.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Broek was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes (first part) were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The committee appointed at the previous meeting reported via Hofman
that they believelhat their alterations in the plan approved at the previous meeting,
namely number 3 are of such a nature that the plan now more nearly is that of number 2.
They believe that these changes are necessary and include, among others, an improved
draft for the chimney. The report was received, and the committee dismissed.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided, based on the report, to form a plan, blueprints, and budget.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided to assign the plan to Mr. C. Hofman, with the requirement
of a report three weeks from this date
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to meet three weeks from today. The meeting was closed
by Brother Labots, and the committee left the meeting.
ARTICLE 8— The last part of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 9 — Brothers Wakker and Keppel report that the wife of Nibbelink wishes to
be joined to our congregation and admitted to the sacraments. This request is for her and
her children. It is proposed that for this reason, the consistory will meet again this week,
because the ordinary Sunday for baptism is next Sunday.
ARTICLE 10— It was decided to meet as a consistory this coming Friday.
ARTICLE 11 — The same brothers report that they have met with the widow Weever, and
she very much desires to live in fellowship with the congregation, and, with them, to
proclaim the death of the Lord. However, she does not have the freedom to appear before
the consistory in order to make profession of her faith, and for this reason has held back.
They further report that this woman already was a member in the Netherlands of the
Christian Secessionist congregation, but, like so many others, left without taking along a
statement of membership. Before living here, she had been a member of a German
group, because there was no other church. However, that congregation was disbanded,
and for this reason there was no transfer of membership available. This woman has lived
here now for two years.
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Because of her good moral behavior and her desire to live in the fear of the Lord, the
committee is of the opinion that this woman, in these circumstances, should be
acknowledged as a member of the congregation, even though she has not been able to
present a transfer of membership.
After further information, all of the brothers agreed that, in this case, she should be
acknowledged as a member. Brothers Keppel and Wakker were assigned to inform the
widow Weever of this decision.
ARTICLE 12 — It was decided that, because of the high cost of living, the pastor will be
given an addition of $50.00 for this year.
The meeting was adjourned until next Friday, at 7 P.M.
Brother Vork led in the closing prayer.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of April 12, 1865
Absent: Brothers Labots and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Broek.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Keppel was chosen as chair
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous ne41ng were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — Jan ter Vree, Fredrika ter, ree, nee van Lenten, Janna van Lenten, nee
Steketee, and Jantje Bouman entered fife meeting, desiring by profession of faith to be
/
• all four were accepted by unanimous vote.
admitted to the sacraments. After estionmg,
ARTICLE 5 — The president ask the reason why so many members were not present at
the previous consistory meetinj After various reasons were given, they were told that it
had become necessary to hear he profession of faith of Elisabet Nibbelink, nee van Enge,
even though there was no qq rum, because the time had been set aside, and, after
questioning, she had been 6cepted.
ARTICLE 6— It was dec'ded to give the janitor $26.00 more each year.
ARTICLE 7 — It was d cided that Brouwer will, for an indefinite period of time, receive
$5.00 per month for e tolling of the bell. No funds had been set aside for his work of
ringing the bell on el ction day.

